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The Great War—website project

Directions:  Answer each of the following questions about The Great War (World War I) using content from the web address provided (www.firstworldwar.com).  Place your answers on a separate sheet of notebook paper.
1. Access the section entitled “Countdown to War”.  What were the long term causes of World War I?  What incident sparked the beginning of the war?  Why?
2. What was significant about two of the following battles on the Western front to Allied victory in the war?  What role if any did the American Expeditionary Force (AEF) play in the battle?

· The Battle of Verdun, 1916

· The Battle of the Somme 1916

· The Battle of Cantigny, 1918
· The Battle of Belleau Wood, 1918

· The Second Battle of the Marne, 1918

3. What was the “Christmas Truce”?  Where and when did it take place?  Why and how did it occur?

4. Explain the history, development, and significance of one of the following weapons utilized during the Great War:
· Machine guns

· Grenades

· Tanks

· Poison gas

5. Analyze the poem “In Flanders Fields”.  Who wrote it?  What motivated the writing of the poem?  Why and how is the verse historically significant? 

6. Using the primary documents section of the website analyze one of the following 1917 documents:

· Zimmerman telegram
· Wilson’s “peace without victory”
· Tsar Nicholas II’s abdication proclamation
· Wilson on U-Boat warfare

7. Go to page one of the United States propaganda poster site.  Choose one poster to analyze by answering the following questions of the poster:  
· What is the main idea of the poster?

· What is the author’s point of view?

· Why would this be considered propaganda?

· Who would have been the main audience for this poster?  Why?

8. Utilizing the “Who’s Who” section answer the following questions:  Who was Manfred von Richthofen?  Eddie Rickenbacker?  What was each of their contributions to the war efforts?
9. Utilizing the Memoirs and Diaries section of the website, choose one account to summarize the conditions and effects of trench warfare.  How does this account help you better understand the conditions?  Cite examples.
