American History Document Portfolio Project

Reform and Social Movements (1820-1850)
The period from 1820 to 1855 introduced some of the most significant social and intellectual movements in American history.  These movements changed the way Americans viewed religion, education, race and society as a whole.  Below is a list of several of the most noteworthy movements of the period.

	Second Great Awakening

Transcendentalism
	Abolition movement

Women’s suffrage
	Utopian communes

Education reform


	Prison, asylum reform

Temperance


Your assignment is as follows:
1. Review Chapter 8 of your text and choose a reform/social movement of interest

2. Conduct research to create a multimedia presentation on the movement

3. Your presentation must contain the following:

a. A description of the movement

b. Causes or reason(s) that the movement was needed
c. A brief biography of a reformer/ representative of the movement 
d. The strategies used by reformers on behalf of the movement
e. Effects or outcome(s) of the movement (was it successful?)

4. In addition your presentation must contain 5-7 primary historical documents that best represent the goals, motives, and membership of the reform movement you choose.  Primary source documents are speeches, newspaper articles, letters, diary entries, books, essays, autobiographies/memoirs, government records or surveys, political cartoons, paintings, photographs, or other sources FROM THE TIME PERIOD we are studying (1820-1850).  Historical essays, encyclopedia entries, etc. from more recent years will not be accepted.  

· Each document should be edited down to excerpts that will fit onto one powerpoint/prezi slide

· Each document should be followed by a brief paragraph identifying the author, explaining the main idea and significance of the document, putting it in the context of the social movement it represents, and analyzing any biases that might be present.

· Each document should have a source attribution including a URL of the website where you found the document

5. Choose a multimedia format that best works for you and your interests.  It should be a minimum of 10 slides in length.  Your file must be uploaded into the classes’ Edmodo page in order to receive credit.  See directions for class code on the board.
Document sample for one slide
	From “Address on Women’s Rights at Seneca Falls Convention,” Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 1848

“…The right is ours. The question now is: how shall we get possession of what rightfully belongs to us? We should not feel so sorely grieved if no man who had not attained the full stature of a Webster, Clay, Van Buren…could claim the right of the elective franchise. But to have drunkards, idiots, horse-racing, rum-selling rowdies, ignorant foreigners, and silly boys fully recognized, while we ourselves are thrust out from all the rights that belong to citizens, it is too grossly insulting to the dignity of woman to be longer quietly submitted to.

The right is ours. Have it, we must. Use it, we will. The pens, the tongues, the fortunes, the indomitable wills of many women are already pledged to secure this right. The great truth that no just government can be formed without the consent of the governed we shall echo and re-echo in the ears of the unjust judge, until by continual coming we shall weary him.”

Report of the Woman's Rights Convention, Held at Seneca Falls, N.Y., July 19th and 20th, 1848 (Rochester, 1848).

Prepared for the Selected Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, vol. 1, In the School of Anti-Slavery, 1840 to 1866, ed. Ann D. Gordon (New Brunswick, N.J., 1997).   ©Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.

A lifelong crusader for women’s rights, Elizabeth Cady Stanton organized a meeting of women and supporters of women’s rights in Seneca Falls in 1848.  In her keynote address, Stanton and like-minded speakers asserted the equality of women, and emphasized their importance to society, blaming the “moral stagnation” of 19th century society on the “degradation of women”.  Therefore, Stanton reasoned, to deny basic rights, especially the right to vote, to women was not only unjust, but self-defeating. Stanton’s speech can be seen as the starting point for the women’s suffrage movement that would culminate in 1920, when the 19th amendment finally guaranteed the franchise to women.
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“…The right is ours. The question now is: how shall we get possession of what rightfully belongs to us? We should not feel so sorely grieved if no man who had not attained the full stature of a Webster, Clay, Van Buren…could claim the right of the elective franchise. But to have drunkards, idiots, horse-racing, rum-selling rowdies, ignorant foreigners, and silly boys fully recognized, while we ourselves are thrust out from all the rights that belong to citizens, it is too grossly insulting to the dignity of woman to be longer quietly submitted to.

The right is ours. Have it, we must. Use it, we will. The pens, the tongues, the fortunes, the indomitable wills of many women are already pledged to secure this right. The great truth that no just government can be formed without the consent of the governed we shall echo and re-echo in the ears of the unjust judge, until by continual coming we shall weary him.”

Report of the Woman's Rights Convention, Held at Seneca Falls, N.Y., July 19th and 20th, 1848 (Rochester, 1848).

Prepared for the Selected Papers of Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, vol. 1, In the School of Anti-Slavery, 1840 to 1866, ed. Ann D. Gordon (New Brunswick, N.J., 1997).   ©Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.

A lifelong crusader for women’s rights, Elizabeth Cady Stanton organized a meeting of women and supporters of women’s rights in Seneca Falls in 1848.  In her keynote address, Stanton and like-minded speakers asserted the equality of women, and emphasized their importance to society, blaming the “moral stagnation” of 19th century society on the “degradation of women”.  Therefore, Stanton reasoned, to deny basic rights, especially the right to vote, to women was not only unjust, but self-defeating. Stanton’s speech can be seen as the starting point for the women’s suffrage movement that would culminate in 1920, when the 19th amendment finally guaranteed the franchise to women.




