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“Trumpet of Conscience:  Martin Luther King, Jr.”  Stephen Oates

1. Would this essay be considered a “view from the nation” or a “view from the trenches”?

2. To what degree did anger in his youth make King the pivotal leader of the modern civil rights movement?

3. How did Christian and Ghandian teachings influence King’s own beliefs on behalf of civil rights?

4. Why do you feel that King thought only American blacks could be the ones to “break the chain of hatred” so that “a true brotherhood could begin”?

5. What was the “Montgomery Way”?

6. What role did King play in the presidential election of 1960?

7. What was “creative tension”?  How did it shape events in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963?

8. To what extent did King’s civil disobedience influence the passage of national civil rights legislation?

9. How and why was King labeled a communist?  How did King respond to these allegations?

10. How had the civil rights movement fragmented by 1967-68?  How did King propose to address this fragmentation?
