Core Structure for Essay Writing
American History/Heritage High School

· Read the question carefully and focus your discussion on directly answering that question.  Be certain you answer the question you are asked.  Free response questions will be asked so that students demonstrate an understanding of the following historical reasoning skills:

A.  Contextualization: Required for all essay responses

· What was happening at the time the event occurred or the document was written/ created that might have had an influence?  
· What was happening at the specific place where an event occurred? In the country as a whole? In the larger region? In the world?  
· How does a specific event relate to larger processes? How do larger processes shape a specific event?  
· How does the context in which a source is read or viewed inform how it is understood?
B.  Comparison:  Type of Question

· How is one development like/unlike another development from the same time/a different time? 

· Why did an event or development affect different groups in different ways?  
· How does a viewpoint (from a historical actor or historian) compare with another when discussing the same event or historical development?

C.  Continuity and Change over Time:  Type of Question
· What has changed within a specific time period?  What has remained the same within a specific time period?  
· What can explain why some things have changed and others have not?  
· How are continuity and change represented in different types of sources; for example, in graphs, charts, political cartoons, and texts? What might be the reasons behind different depictions of continuity and change?

D.  Causation:  Type of Question
· What were the reasons for this event? What factors contributed to a specific pattern or trend? What prompted this person/group to act/react this way?  
· What resulted from this event, pattern, or action? What were the short-term effects? What were the long term effects?  
· What cause seemed to be the most significant? What effect seemed to be the most significant and why?  
· How do the assessments of historians concerning causation differ from those who experienced the event, pattern, or action?  
· How might the chain of cause and effect have changed and at what point? What causes were contingent on previous effects? What individual choice(s) made a significant difference in the lead up to a particular event or trend? Was there a moment of chance that influenced the chain of events?

· USE THE FOLLOWING CORE STRUCTURE.

I. Introduction—A well-developed thesis statement that directly answers the question, takes a position (interpretation), and establishes organizational categories of analysis.  Introduction paragraph uses contextualization to establish that the writer understands the time period and the broader processes of the period.
II. Body 
A. Most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.
1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (interpretive analysis)
2. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis
3. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis
4. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis
5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.
B. Next most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.

1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (interpretive analysis/commentary)

2. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

3. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

4. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.

C. Next most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.

1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (interpretive analysis/commentary)

2. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

3. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

4. Next most important same as above.  Interpretive analysis

5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.

Repeat A, B, and C as many times as necessary to completely answer the question.

    III.          A Conclusion which synthesizes the topic sentences and directly relates back to the question.
