Guidelines for DBQ Essay Writing



APUSH/Heritage High School

· Read the question carefully and focus your discussion on directly answering that question.  The document-based question will have one of the following historical thinking skills as its main focus:
· USE THE FOLLOWING CORE STRUCTURE.

I. Introduction—A well-developed thesis statement that directly answers the question, takes a position (interpretation), and establishes organizational categories of analysis.
II. Body 
A. Most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.
1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (argumentation/interpretive analysis).  This information may derive from a document analysis (HIPP) and/or outside (SFI)

2. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis
3. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis
4. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis
5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.
B. Next most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.

1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (argumentation/interpretive analysis).  This information may derive from a document analysis (HIPP) and/or outside (SFI)
2. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

3. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

4. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.

C. Next most important topic sentence which introduces the category to be discussed, directly answers the question, and takes a position on this particular category.

1. Most important specific factual information (SFI) which demonstrates both knowledge of the material and an understanding of how this information supports the thesis (argumentation interpretive analysis). This information may derive from a document analysis (HIPP) and/or outside (SFI)
2. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

3. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

4. Next most important same as above.  Argumentation/Interpretive analysis

5. Clincher sentence which ties the paragraph directly back to the thesis.

*Repeat A, B, and C as many times as necessary to completely answer the question*.

III. A Conclusion which connects to the topic sentences and directly relates back to the question.  The conclusion uses SYNTHESIS to connect the historical argument to a development in a different time period, situation, or geographic area; or a course theme or approach to history that is not the focus of the essay.
You Must:
1. Read the question carefully.  Understand that you are to answer a question, not simply to discuss documents.  Approach it as an LEQ for which you DON’T have documents.
2. After you read the question and BEFORE you examine the documents, jot down all of the outside information that comes to mind from that time period.

3. Formulate a tentative thesis statement BEFORE you read the documents.  You may have to adjust this, but it will give you something to consider the documents in relation to.

4. Read and use HIPP to extract information from the document relative to the particular question.  Do not simply state what is in the document.

5. Use the CORE STRUCTURE.  Begin with a thesis statement that fully addresses the question, takes a position, establish organizational categories.  Look for organizational cues in the question itself.  

6. YOU must determine the logical organization of your essay, the arrangement of the documents should not dictate that organization.  Avoid referring to the documents in the exact order in which they appear.

7. You must use the content of at least SIX documents.  You have to explain the significance of the historical context, intended audience, purpose, and/or point of view of at least FOUR of the documents.

8. Do not merely paraphrase the document.  Show that you understand how the essence of the document relates to your thesis.  Extract the HIPP of the document relative to this question.  NEVER start a sentence with any form of “Document A says…”  The IDEA of the document should be the subject of the sentence not the document itself.

9. Avoid direct quotations from the document.  You are to be the author of the essay, not the editor.
10. Attempt to ascertain why each document is included.  Most documents are designed to trigger the memory of outside information.  Many documents can be used to support both sides of the question.  Carefully analyze each document to determine how it can support your thesis and clearly relate it back to your thesis.  

11. Examine the source for bias and demonstrate to the reader that you understand its impact on the reliability of the document.

12. Bring in as much outside specific factual information as you can.  Use the documents as clues for the outside information readers are looking for.

13. The manner in which you refer to the documents is inconsequential.  The most unobtrusive way to refer to the documents is simply to put the letter of the document in parenthesis following the sentence in which it is used (A).  This will help both you and the reader keep up with the number of documents that are being used.  

14. Remember, direct your discussion of both document based and outside information (SFI) toward supporting your thesis.  Use argumentation to directly relate the information back to the question.
15. Relax!!!  The DBQ is nothing more than writing an LEQ with a cheat sheet.
Historical causation:  


Explain long and/or short-term causes and/or effects of an historical event, development, or process. 


Evaluate the relative significance of different cause and/or effects on historical events or processes.


Patterns of Continuity and Change over Time:


Identify patterns of continuity and change over time and explain the significance of such patterns.


Explain how patterns of continuity and change over time relate to larger historical processes or themes.


Comparison:


Compare diverse perspectives represented in sources in order to draw conclusions about one or more historical events.


Compare different historical individuals, events, developments, and/or processes, analyzing both similarities and differences in order to draw historically valid conclusions.


Periodization:


Explain ways historical events and processes can be organized into discrete, different, and definable historical periods.


Evaluate whether a particular event or date could or could not be a turning point between different, definable historical periods.








