
DBQ: The Age of Jackson
DIRECTIONS:

The following DBQ activity is based upon the accompanying documents and your knowledge of the time period involved.  This question tests your ability to work with historical documents.  Your answer should be derived mainly from the main idea of the documents, however, you may infer historical facts, materials, and developments NOT mentioned in the documents (outside SFI). Your task will be to determine how and why some of these documents could help you answer the question for analysis.
QUESTION FOR ANALYSIS:
To what extent did the United States during the Age of Jackson, 1819-1836, overcome sectional divisions to become a stronger and more united nation?
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Document 2: 
Source:
Richardson, Messages and Papers of the Presidents,  III, pp. 1911-1912  


         Was the spoils system democratic?  There are. . .few men who can for any great length e of feelings unfavorable to the faithful discharge of their public duties. . .they are apt to acquire a habit of looking with indifference upon the public interests, and of tolerating conduct from which an unpracticed man would revolt. . .


The duties of all public officers are, or at least admit of being made, so plain and simple that men of intelligence may readily qualify themselves for their performance.  And I cannot but believe that more is lost by the long continuance of men in office than is generally gained by their experience. . .  In a country where offices are created solely for the benefit of the people, no one man has any more intrinsic right to official station than another.  Offices were not established to give support to particular men at the public expense. . .neither appointment to, nor continuance in office is matter of right.

Document 3: 
Source: 
From:  Boston Daily Advertiser.  September, 1832


Defense of the Bank.

The national bank, though not properly a political institution, is one of the most important and valuable instruments that is used in the practical administration of the government. . .As the fiscal agent of the executive, it has exhibited a remarkable intelligence, efficiency, energy, and above all, independence.  This. . .has been its real crime.  As the regulator of the currency, it has furnished the country with a safe convenient and copious circulating medium and prevented the mischiefs that would otherwise result from the insecurity of the local banks.  As a mere institution for loaning of money, it has been. . .the Providence of the less wealthy sections of the Union. . .Through its dealings in exchange at home and abroad, the bank has materially facilitated the operations of our foreign and domestic trade.  The important advantages which have thus been derived from this institution have been unattended by any countervailing evil.  As its term advanced, and its officers acquired additional experience it has been constantly gaining on the public favor.
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Document G: 
Document 5: 
Source: South Carolina’s Ordinance of Nullification.  Statutes at Large of South Carolina.  Vol. I, p.329.  November 24th, 1832

     Whereas the Congress of the United States, by various acts, purporting to be acts laying and collecting duties and imposts on foreign imports, but in reality intended for the protection of domestic manufactures…at the expense and to the injury and oppression of other classes and individuals, and by wholly exempting from taxation certain commodities, such as are not produced or manufactured in the United States. . . .


We, therefore, the people of the State of South Carolina in Convention assembled, do declare and ordain. . . . That the several acts and parts of acts of the Congress of the United States, purporting to be the laws for the imposing of duties and imposts on the importation of foreign commodities.  . . .  and, more especially, . . . . [the tariff acts of 1828 and 1832]. . . ., are unauthorized by the Constitution of the United States, and violate the true meaning and intent thereof, and are null, void, and no law, nor binding upon this State.. .
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Document 7:
Source:  PATENT NUMBER: 72X Cotton Gin - 


Source:  Gibbons v. Ogden Summary  http://www.casebriefsummary.com/gibbons-v-ogden/





The laws of Congress regulating interstate commerce are supreme.  The interstate commerce clause is to be interpreted broadly.  It means the power to regulate any and all commerce over waterways between states.  This includes the power to regulate pure navigation, even for transportation’s sake where no commerce directly occurs.  Navigation, under broad interpretation by Justice Marshall, is commerce.  The constitution places no limitations on the power to regulate interstate commerce; therefore, it shall be interpreted broadly.  Because Congress is granted the exclusive right to regulate interstate commerce, it is presumed to not be a power vested in the states.  And where a law of Congress and a law of the state are in conflict, Congressional law reigns supreme via the power granted by the Constitution in the interstate commerce clause.  The interstate commerce power of Congress, however, does not extend to activities confined exclusively within a state’s boundaries





Source: Monroe Doctrine.  J.D. Richardson, ed., Compilation of the Messages and Papers of the Presidents, vol. 2 (1907), 287. 





In the discussions to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements by which they may terminate the occasion has been judged proper for asserting, as a principle in which the rights and interests of the United States are involved, that the American continents, by the free and independent condition which they have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any European powers. . .





The citizens of the United States cherish sentiments the most friendly in favor of the liberty and happiness of their fellow-men on that side of the Atlantic. In the wars of the European powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken any part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so. It is only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make preparation for our defense. With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity more immediately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to all enlightened and impartial observers. The political system of the allied powers is essentially different in this respect from that of America.
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