United States History

Section II

Part A

(Suggested Writing Time 45 minutes)

Percent of Section II Score--45
Directions:  The following question requires you to construct a coherent essay that integrates your interpretation of Documents A-J and your knowledge of the period referred to in the question.  High scores will be earned only by essays that both cite key pieces of evidence from the documents and draw on outside knowledge of the period.

To what extent did Reconstruction bring Southern African Americans the equality and freedom that slavery had denied them?
Document A
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[image: image3.jpg]



Document C
	Source:  “This Is A White Man's Government”, Harper’s Weekly, September 5,
                 1868.
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Document D


Document E


Document F


Document G

Document H

Document G
Document I

Document J
Source:  “The First Vote”, Harper’s Weekly, November 16, 1867

	

	

	



Document J

Source:  US Senate A.D. 1850, engraving by Peter F. Rothermel (1855)
Document J
Document K

Document L

Source:  Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery.  Chapter 5,  “The Reconstruction Period”	  (New York:  A.L. Burt, 1901)


Though I was but little more than a youth during the period of Reconstruction, I had the feeling that mistakes were being made, and that things could not remain in the condition that they were in then very long. I felt that the Reconstruction policy, so far as it related to my race, was in a large measure on a false foundation, was artificial and forced. In many cases it seemed to me that the ignorance of my race was being used as a tool with which to help white men into office, and that there was an element in the North which wanted to punish the Southern white men by forcing the Negro into positions over the heads of the Southern whites. I felt that the Negro would be the one to suffer for this in the end. Besides, the general political agitation drew the attention of our people away from the more fundamental matters of perfecting themselves in the industries at their doors and in securing property.








Source:  U.S. Constitution





Amendment 13 (1865):�          Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United States, or and place subject to their jurisdiction..... 





Amendment 14 (1868):�          All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws....


Amendment 15 (1870):�          The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or previous conditions of servitude.......








Source:  Kenneth M. Stampp, The Era of Reconstruction 1865-1877.  Alfred A. Knoph, 1965.





…Negroes could no longer be deprived the right to vote, except by extralegal coercion or by some devious subterfuge.  They could not be deprived of equal civil rights, except by deceit.  They could not be segregated in public places, except by the spurious argument that this did not in fact deprive them of the equal protection of the laws.  Thus Negroes were no longer denied equality by the plain language of the law, as they had been before radical reconstruction…





Source:  Eric Foner, Reconstruction:  America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877.  Harper & Row, 


	  1988.





Events far beyond the control of Southern Republicans—the nature of the national credit and banking systems, the depression of the 1870s, the stagnation of world demand for cotton—severely limited the prospects for far-reaching economic change.  The early rejection of federally sponsored land reform left in place a planter class far weaker and less affluent than before the war, but still able to bring its prestige and experience to bear against Reconstruction.  Factionalism and corruption, although hardly confined to Southern Republicans, undermined their claim to legitimacy and made it difficult for them to respond effectively to attacks by resolute opponents.  The failure to develop an effective long-term appeal to white voters made it increasingly difficult for Republicans to combat the racial politics of the Redeemers.  None  of these factors, however, would have proved decisive without the campaign of violence that turned the electoral tide in many parts of the South, and the weakening of Northern resolve, itself a consequence of social and political changes that undermined the free labor and egalitarian precepts at the heart of Reconstruction policy.





Source:  Frederick Douglass.  Life and Times of Frederick Douglass.  Hartford Park Publishing Company, 1881.  


Though slavery was abolished, the wrongs of my people were not ended.  Though they were not slaves, they were not yet quite free.  No man can be truly free whose liberty is dependent upon the thought, feeling, and action of others, and who has himself no means in his own hands for guarding, protecting, defending, and maintaining that liberty.  Yet the Negro after his emancipation was precisely in this state of destitution…


He was free from the individual master, but the slave of society.  He had neither money, property, nor friends.  He was free from the old plantation, but he had nothing but the dusty road under his feet.  He was free from the old quarter that once gave him shelter, but a slave to the rains of summer and the frosts of winter.  He was in a word, literally turned loose, naked, hungry, and destitute, to the open sky…





Source:  “A Jubilee of Freedom: Freed Slaves March in Charleston, South Carolina, March, 1865” New York Daily Tribune, April 4, 1865.


The procession began to move at one o’clock under the charge of a committee and marshalls on horseback, who were decorated with red, white and blue sashes and rosettes. 


First came the marshals and their aid[e]s, followed by a band of music; then the 21st Regiment in full form; then the clergymen of the different churches, carrying open Bibles; then an open car, drawn by four white horses, and tastefully adorned with National flags. In this car there were 15 colored ladies dressed in white, to represent the 15 recent Slave States. Each of them had a beautiful bouquet to present to Gen. Saxton after the speech which he was expected to deliver. A long procession of women followed the car. Then followed the children of the Public Schools, or part of them; and there were 1,800 in line, at least. They sang during the entire length of the march: 


John Brown’s body lies a moulding in the grave,�John Brown’s body lies a moulding in the grave,�John Brown’s body lies a moulding in the grave,�His soul is marching on!�Glory! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!�Glory! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah!�We go marching on! 


This verse, however, was not nearly so popular as one which it was intended should be omitted, but rapidly supplanted all the others, until at last all along the [ ? ] or more of children, marching two abreast, no other sound could be heard than 


We’ll hang Jeff. Davis on a sour apple tree!�We’ll hang Jeff. Davis on a sour apple tree!�We’ll hang Jeff. Davis on a sour apple tree!�As we go marching on! 


The secret of the popularity of this verse was found out after the procession was over. Mr. Timothy Hurly, of Charlestown, Massachusetts, volunteered to teach the children at the different schools to sing this song, but was desired by the superintendent to omit this verse, on the ground of a personal opposition to capital punishment in all cases where criminals are in a position where they can be prevented from injuring society. Many of the children already knew the song, and took the advice not to sing that verse contrariwise, as perhaps, they were expected to do by their volunteer teacher. It did seem that they could remember no other verse, and the zest with which they sung it showed little appreciation of the position of the opponents of the penalty of death. 








Source:  “The Freedmen’s Bureau”, Harper’s Weekly, July 25, 1868.
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Source:  W.E.B. Du Bois, American Historical Review 15 (1910).


…The theory of democratic governments is not that the will of the people is always right, but rather that normal human beings of average intelligence will, if given a chance, learn the right and best course by bitter experience.  This is precisely what Negro voters showed indubitable signs of doing.  First, they strove for schools to abolish ignorance, and second, a large and growing number of them revolted against the carnival of extravagance and stealing that marred the beginning of Reconstruction, and joined with the best elements to institute reform…


There is no doubt that the thirst of the black man for knowledge—a thirst which has been too persistent and durable to be mere curiosity or whim—gave birth to the public free school system of the South.  It was the question upon which black voters and legislators insisted more than anything else, and while it is possible to find some vestiges of free schools in some of the Southern states before the war, yet a universal, well-established system dates from the day that the black man got political power…
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Source:  Rutherford B. Hayes, Inaugural Address, March 5, 1877.


The sweeping revolution of the entire labor system of a large portion of our country and the advance of 4,000,000 people from a condition of servitude to that of citizenship, upon an equal footing with their former masters, could not occur without presenting problems of the gravest moment, to be dealt with by the emancipated race, by their former masters, and by the General Government, the author of the act of emancipation. That it was a wise, just, and providential act, fraught with good for all concerned, is not generally conceded throughout the country. That a moral obligation rests upon the National Government to employ its constitutional power and influence to establish the rights of the people it has emancipated, and to protect them in the enjoyment of those rights when they are infringed or assailed, is also generally admitted. . . . . I am sincerely anxious to use every legitimate influence in favor of honest and efficient local self-government. But at the basis of all prosperity, for that as well as for every other part of the country, lies the improvement of the intellectual and moral condition of the people. Universal suffrage should rest upon universal education. To this end, liberal and permanent provision should be made for the support of free schools by the State governments, and, if need be, supplemented by legitimate aid from national authority.
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Source:  Initiation oath of the Knights of the White Camelia, c. 1865


I swear to maintain and defend the social and political superiority of the White Race on this Continent; always and in all places to observe a marked distinction between the White and African races; to vote for none but white men for any office of honor, profit or trust; to devote my intelligence, energy and influence to instill these principles in the minds and hearts of others; and to protect and defend persons of the White Race, in their lives, rights, and property, against the encroachments an aggressions of an inferior race…


…from the clauses of the Oath which you have taken, our main and fundamental object is the maintenance of the supremacy of the white race in this Republic.  History and physiology teach us that we belong to a race which nature has endowed with an evident superiority over all other races, and that the Maker, in thus elevating us above the common standard of human creation, has intended to give us over inferior races, a dominion from which no human laws can permanently derogate.  The experience of ages demonstrate that , from the origin of the world, this dominion has always remained in the hands of the Caucasian Race; whilst all the other races have constantly occupied a subordinate and secondary position; a fact which triumphantly confirms this great law of nature.











