	Cold War Impact Timeline

American History II – 11th Grade

	Resources:

Cold War Primary Source Documents: https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/coldwar.htm

Or

http://www.historywiz.com/primarysources/coldwarprimary.html


	Materials:

Impact Timelines Handout (after this lesson)



	Common Core State Standards:

RH.11-12.2 Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary that makes clear the relationships among the key details and ideas.
RH.11-12.9 Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
WHST.11-12.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.


	North Carolina Essential Standards:

AH2.H.1.4 Use Historical Research to: formulate historical questions, obtain historical data from a variety of sources, and support interpretations with historical evidence.
AH2.H.2.1 Analyze key political, economic, and social turning points since Reconstruction in terms of causes and effects.
AH2.H.2.2 Evaluate key turning points since Reconstruction in terms of their lasting impact.

AH2.H.6.1 Explain how national economic and political interests helped set the direction of United

States foreign policy since Reconstruction.

AH2.H.6.2 Explain the reasons for United States involvement in global wars and the influence each involvement had on international affairs.



	Essential Question(s):

· What makes an event a turning point?
· Which events had the biggest impact on the Cold War?


	Step 1
Pass out the Impact Timelines Handout. Students will be creating a unique timeline of Cold War events that explains the event and analyzes the impact of that event.



	Step 2

To explain each event, students will need to research the events. Encourage students to start with WCPSS databases and ask your media specialist to help.



	Step 3 

After finding background information about each event, students should research primary sources about at least 3 of the events. Ask them to start with the primary source documents found under Resources.



	Step 4

After students finish the timeline, ask them if they would consider any of the events on the timeline as a turning point in the Cold War. Students should carefully review their timelines and write a paragraph explaining their answer.




Impact Timeline: Cold War
Question:  To what degree did each of the following events impact the Cold War? Create a timeline to answer that question using the following lines to show the impact of the events on your topic.


Inflamed the Situation



Had no Impact

Calmed the Situation



          Had a mixed Impact   

For each event, draw a line, write 3 bullet points describing why the event took place and what happened.  Then write 2 bullet points explaining the impacts of the event & why you chose that line. 
The Cold War Events:

· Iron Curtain Speech (1946)

· Truman Doctrine (1947)

· Marshall Plan (1948)

· Berlin Airlift (1948-1949)

· NATO is formed (1949)

· US involvement in Korean War (1951-1953)
· Vietminh take the French outpost of Dien Bien Phu (1954)
· Sputnik launched into orbit (1957)

· Castro takes over Cuba (1959)

· Bay of Pigs invasion (1961)

· Cuban Missile Crisis (1963)
· U.S. Congress passes the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964)

· The Tet Offensive begins (1968)

· Presidential Election of 1968 
· Apollo 11 lands on moon (1969)

· Kent State University protests (1970)

· Nixon’s signs SALT I Treaty (1972)

· Iranian Hostage situation (1979)
· The U.S. boycotts the 1980 Summer Olympics

· Reagan introduced SDI (1983)

· Gorbachev introduced policies of glasnost and perestroika (1985)
· Gorbachev & Reagan sign INF Treaty (1987)

· Berlin Wall falls (1989)

· Soviet troops withdraw from Afghanistan (1989)

· Soviet Union breaks apart (1991)

Impact Lines Example – Civil Rights Movement
Question:  To what degree did each of the following events impact the Civil Rights Movement?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Part One:  Plot each point on your time line using the directional arrows above.

Part Two:  In three bullet points, explain or define the event 

Part Three:  Provide a brief (2 bullet point) but specific explanation that explains the direction of the line.  In other words, explain why the line for that event goes up, down, sideways or wiggles.  

1952—Thurgood Marshall —


This man uses court cases to start challenged the constitutionality of Jim Crow laws.  





This inflamed the situation because Thurgood Marshall challenged the status quo





1954—Brown v. Board of Education —


This court case overturned the precedent of separate-but-equal 





 The line wiggles because it started the process of ending segregation, but it was limited to schools and school systems can choose the speed in which they desegregate





1957—Bull Conner turns Water Cannons on protestors—


After making protest illegal, Conner starts using water cannons to stop civil rights protests.    


This seriously inflamed the situation because cameras were there to capture the images. This broadcast the Civil Rights Movement and the way people were treated on a national stage. 











Students must briefly describe the event and then briefly explain why they chose for the line to go up, down, wiggle, or flatten.








