Name_________________________________________

Date__________________________________________

John C. Calhoun Biography
	When was he born?  Where?

What education does he have before becoming a politician?

What political experience does he have before giving this speech?

What of his background can you use to predict his stance on the Compromise of 1850?



John C. Calhoun, “The Clay Compromise Measures”, March 4, 1850
1. According to Calhoun, what has endangered the union?  (lines 10-15)

2. How did Calhoun argue why southerners feel they can no longer remain in the Union?  (lines 19-36)

3. Why does the South have reason to complain against the actions of the federal government?  (lines 47-60)

4. Why is the South bound to defend slavery?  (lines 74-77)
Name_________________________________________

Date__________________________________________
Daniel Webster Biography

	When was he born?  Where?

What education does he have before becoming a politician?

What political experience does he have before giving this speech?

What of his background can you use to predict his stance on the Compromise of 1850?




Daniel Webster, “The Constitution and the Union”, March 7, 1850

1. What, in Webster's view, holds the nation together?

2. What is his argument for preservation of the Union?

3. What does Webster say about the possibility of “peaceable secession”?  (lines 23-50)  

4. How seriously does he take the Southern threat to secede?

Name_________________________________________

Date__________________________________________

William Seward Biography

	When was he born?  Where?

What education does he have before becoming a politician?

What political experience does he have before giving this speech?

What of his background can you use to predict his stance on the Compromise of 1850?




William Seward, “The Higher Law”, March 11, 1850

1.  How and why does Seward disagree with the Compromise of 1850? (lines 14-21)

2. What is his argument against the Fugitive Slave Act?  (lines 23-34)

3. What does Seward imply when he says that there is a “higher law than the Constitution”? (line 38-41)

4. What does Seward say about slavery? (lines 52-75)

