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A.P. U.S. History
Long Essay Scoring Guide

A. Thesis:  0-1 Points
Thesis makes a historically defensible claim and specifically addresses all parts of the prompt. The thesis must consist of one or more sentences located in the introduction.  It must also be more than a restatement of the prompt.  Thesis should address all parts of the question.
________ 1 Point
B. Contextualization:  0-1 Points
	____Describes a broader historical context relevant to the prompt.  To earn this point, the response must relate the topic of the prompt to broader historical events, developments, or processes that occur before, during, or continue after the time frame of the question. 
________1 Point



C. Evidence:  0-2 Points 
	Provides specific examples of evidence relevant to the topic of the question.  (only IDENTIFIES evidence)
_________1 point
	OR
	Adequately supports an argument about the question with specific and relevant examples of factual evidence.

(EXPLAINS “how” and “why” evidence supports thesis)

_________2 points



D.  Analysis and Reasoning:  0- 2 Points 

	Uses historical reasoning (i.e. comparison, causation, CCOT) to frame or structure an argument that addresses all parts of the prompt.  Might be uneven or imbalanced.

​​________1 point



	Demonstrates a complex understanding of the topic by using evidence to corroborate, qualify, or modify and argument that addresses the question.  Must be more than a mere phrase or reference.  (Explain)
This can be accomplished in the following ways:

a.  making connections within or across periods and/or themes (SYNTHESIS)

b.  addressing BOTH parts of the reasoning skill (i.e. compare AND contrast; changes AND continuities; causes AND effects)

c.  consideration of alternative points of view

Must be tied to the argument.

________1 point




E.  Organization:  0-3
	Uses past tense throughout all (100%) of the essay response

________1 point
	Uses third person throughout all (100%) of the essay response

_______1 point
	Uses the CORE STRUCTURE throughout all (100%) of the essay response

_____1 point




Score: ____/9 points          








